
UTILITY BOARD/COMMON COUNCIL
Tuesday, February 22, 2022

5:30 P.M.

The Common Council and Utility Board of the City of Huntingburg met in joint
session at the regularly scheduled meeting time on Tuesday, February 22,2022 at the
hour of 5:30 P.M. in the Council Chambers of the Huntingburg City Hall at 508 E. Fourth
Street, Huntingburg, Indiana. Members Dubon, Kissling, and Wehr were physically
present. Member Bounds was present virtually. Member McPherron was absent. This
meeting was made available to members of the public and the media streamed through
the City of Huntingburg's YouTube channel accessed via Facebook link at the City's
Facebook page (City of Huntingburg). Also present were Mayor Schwinghamer, City
Attorney Schneider and Clerk-Treasurer Dippel.

Mayor Schwinghamer called the meeting to order.

A motion was made by Kissling, seconded by Wehr to approve the minutes of the
February 8,2022 regular meeting. Upon call of roll for the acceptance of the motion, the
vote being 4 ayes,0 nays, I absent (McPherron), in favor of approving the motion, the
motion carried.

A motion was made by Kissling, seconded by Dubon to approve the claims as
presented. Upon call of roll for the acceptance of the motion, the vote being 4 ayes, 0
nays, 1 absent (McPherron), in favor of approving the motion, the motion carried.

The Mayor presented a Program & Event Report of recent and upcoming events
at Old Town Hall and Market Street.

Transit Director Blessinger presented a Huntingburg City Transit Title VI Plan,
dated January 2022, for approval. It was noted that this update is needed for Federal
funding.

A motion was made by Wehr, seconded by Dubon to approve the Huntingburg
City Transit Title VI Plan as presented. Upon call of roll for the acceptance of the motion,
the vote being 4 ayes, 0 nays, I absent (McPherron), in favor of approving the motion,
the motion carried.

Bill Kaiser and Mark Schroeder, representing Mid-States Corridor Regional
Development Authority, presented an update of the Mid-States Corridor project. A
handout (Exhibit A) was presented and discussed.

Energy Superintendent Reutepohler presented his monthly Gas Utility report. He
presented a quote for annual, set up and integration fees for the Sensus meter system
being installed for the gas and electric utilities. The quote is from Everett J. Prescott, Inc.
(Team EJP) in the amount of $27,577.00. He noted Team EJP is the only source of these
services.

A motion was made by Wehr, seconded by Kissling to approve the quote from
Team EJP in the amount of $27,577.00, as presented. Upon call of roll for the acceptance
of the motion, the vote being 4 ayes, 0 nays, I absent (McPherron), in favor of approving
the motion, the motion carried.

Reutepohler presented his monthly Electric Utility report. He noted the transition
of the electric service for the Street Department building to the City of Huntingburg
Electric Utility from Dubois County REC is complete.

Reutepohler began a discussion with the Board concerning a customer building a

new house toward St. Henry, the City's electric territory. The house is to be built about a

half mile south of the Huntingburg Conservation Club on CR 100 W. He noted the

location of City lines running (along CR 950 S). He indicated that the City would have to

run approximately 3,200 feet of electric line to service this customer with an estimated
cost of $29,000.00 (if no installation complications occur). He noted that area served by
the City had experienced overhead line problems and was converted to underground
recently. While converting the area to underground, solid rock was encountered and an

206



expensive, large track-hoe was contracted to jack hammer the line in. He noted that

Vectren territory is on the west side of CR 100 W and Dubois REC territory is on the east

side of CR 100 W; Huntingburg territory begins approximately 400 feet west of CR 100

W. The large expense was noted as non-recoverable and giving up territory was also

discussed. Various alternatives were discussed. There was discussion about allowing the

property owner (previously Lange's Timber Land, LLC transferred to Alexa M. Gasser

Revocable Trust Alexa M. Gasser Trustee) to petition the IURC at their expense to allow
only that one residence to be serviced by Dubois REC, retaining the remaining tract as

Huntingburg Electric tenitory. It was discussed that Huntingburg Electric Utility would

bear no expense in this matter.

A motion was made by Wehr, seconded by Kissling to allow the property owner

(previously Lange's Timber Land, LLC transferred to Alexa M. Gasser Revocable Trust

Alexa M. Gasser Trustee) to petition the IURC at their expense to allow only that one

residence (Exhibit B, Item 1) to be serviced by Dubois REC, retaining the remaining tract

as Huntingburg Electric territory. Upon call of roll for the acceptance of the motion, the

vote being 4 ayes, 0 nays, I absent (McPherron), in favor of approving the motion, the

motion carried.

Water Superintendent Austin presented his monthly report. He noted that he was

contacted by Travis Buckle, Wildlife Biologist with the US Department of Agriculture

working the Indiana Department of Natural Resources trying to get a handle on the

source of the bird flu (killing turkeys) in our area.

Attorney Schneider presented a proposed resolution authorizing the sale of real

estate that abuts Hwy 64 and property owned by Northside Storage and Rental. He noted

the bid process was complete and the only bid received was from abutting land owner,

Northside Storage and Rintal in the amount of $10,500.00. He noted this is less than the

offering price, but the offering price was based on an appraisal containing more real

estate. He noted the City has reserved a general utility easement for the entire strip.

A motion was made by Wehr, seconded by Dubon to adopt Resolution No.2022-

l0 entitled:

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF CERTAIN SURPLUS
OFLATE

(Hwy 64 and West 3'o Street)

Upon call of roll for the acceptance of the motion, the vote being 4 ayes,O nays, I

absent (McPhenon), in favor of approving the motion, the motion carried'

It was noted that in order to comply with the requirements of Title VI of the Civil

Rights Act of 1964 animplementation plan is needed. The plan was presented with a

proposed resolution adopting it and related matters'

A motion was made by Kissling, seconded by wehr to adopt Resolution No.

2022-11 entitled:

ARESOLUTIoNADOPTINGATITLEvINONDISCRIMINATION
IMPLEMENTION PLAN AND POLICY FOR THE CITY OF HUNTINGBURG'

INDIANA

Upon call of roll for the acceptance of the motion, the vote being 4 ayes' 0 nays' I

absent (lricpherron), in favor of appioving the motion, the motion carried'

An anonymous citizen approached the Huntingburg Police Department about

donating funds ($20,000.00) to go toward the purchase of vehicles and to equip and

accessorize them foi the School R"ro.rr"e Officer (SRO). A proposed Ordinance was

presented accepting the donation and creating the Police Vehicle Donation Fund'

A motion was made by Wehr, seconded by Kissling to introduce Ordinance No'

2022-12 entitled:
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AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A RESTRICTED DONATION AND
ESTABLISHING A SPECIAL FUND TO BE KNOWN AS POLICE VEHICLE

DONATION FUND IN THE CITY OF HUNTINGBURG

Upon call of roll for the acceptance of the motion, the vote being 4 ayes, 0 nays, I
absent (McPherron), in favor of approving the motion, the motion carried.

A motion was made by Kissling, seconded by Dubon with unanimous consent to
suspend the rules and consider the adoption of Ordinance No. 2022-12 at the same
meeting it was introduced. Upon call of roll for the acceptance of the motion, the vote
being 4 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent (McPhenon), in favor of approving the motion, the motion
carried.

A motion was made by Kissling, seconded by Wehr and carried to adopt
Ordinance No.2022-12.

Upon call of roll for the adoption or rejection of Ordinance No. 2022-12 the vote
being 4 ayes, 0 nays, I absent (McPhenon), in favor of adoption, Ordinance No.2022-12
was duly passed and adopted this date at the hour of 6:42 P.M.

Clerk-Treasurer Dippel presented the Annual TIF Report done for the
Huntingburg Redevelopment Commission and the Huntingburg Redevelopment
Authority. He noted the requirements of the report and noted it will be uploaded into the
Indiana Gateway reporting system to the DLGF as required.

There being no further business before the Council, a motion was made by Wehr,
seconded by Kissling to adjourn the meeting at 6:45 P.M. Upon call of roll for the
acceptance of the motion, the vote being 4 ayes,0 nays, I absent (McPherron), in favor of
approving the motion, the motion carried.

Thomas A. Dippel
Clerk-Treasurer
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Mid-Stotes Corridor
lnterim Report
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Project Overview

o Worfick
o Spencer
o Perry
o Pike
o Dubois
o Crowf ord

o Evoluote improved Logistics Corridor

. Mid-Slotes Corridor Regionol Development Auihority ("Mid-Sioies RDA") wos orgonized for
lhe primory purpose of pursuing the study, developmeni ond construction of o tronsportotion
corridor from ihe Ohio River ot Rockport, through Dubois Counly, ond conneciing to l-59
("Mid-Stoies Corridor").
. Mid-Slotes RDA roised the funds necessory lo finonce the Tier I Environmentol lmpocl Siudy with o
combinolion of public ond privote donotions opproximoting $7 Million.

. ln o model orrongement, Mid-Sfoles RDA portnered with INDOT to coniroci with the Lochmueller
Group in order to perform the Tier I EIS Study with respect io ihe Mid-Stoies Corridor.

. Twelve Countv Studv Areo

o Doviess
o Mortin
o oronge
o Lowrence
o Greene
o Monroe

Lochmueller Group
AE,DENTONS
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Screening of Atternatives Process
SCREENING PROCESS

-

Dozens of Pgtentlal PrEll.nanary
Attarnatlves Consideted

28 Preumlnary Atternatlves
and to RouteE Scr.-n.d

10 Prol,lrt.llnary Alternatlve3
and 5 Router Carrlad Forward
for Detaltod Study

28a1O
Factors
Consldered. lmpacts
. Costs
. P6rformance

Lochmueller Group Ad,DENTONS
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of Prelimi

Alt. B (Red)

Alt. C (Yellow)

Alt. M (Blue)

Alt. O (Purple)

Alt. P (Green)

Lochmueller Group -*,{.DENTONS
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Mid-Stotes Corridor will
hove Regionol lmpoct
. Mid-Stotes Corridor will provide on

expresswoy linking lndionopolis, I N
(ond points north) to Noshville, TN

(ond points south).

. Only requires opproximotely 50 miles
of new construction to complete
(depending on f uture route
selecfion).

. Mid-Stotes Corridor will olso provide o
necessory l-65 olternotive.

. Comporison of routes:

Roule Dislonce Time

l-65 30] miles 4:40

Mid-Sfofes Corridor 306 miles 4:45

l-241o169 330 miles 5:]0
*.iEDENTONS
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Regionol Corgo ond

Mid-Stotes Corridor would be on
importont link between lorgest
corgo oirports in the United Stotes.

Mid-Stotes Corridor would be on
essentiol troffic route for regionol
freight distribution.

Mid-Stotes Corridor would provide
economic benefit both regionolly
ond to the entire stote of lndiono.

Congestion ond unpredictoble
troffic flow currently negotively
impoct freight operotions, forcing
lorge componies to consider
relocotion out of lndiono or to not
move to lndiono.

Loulsvitlo
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Key Findings

Currently 86.6% of those who work in Oronge County olso live lhere.
resulting In one of the higher intro-county employment rotes in lndiono. lf
the projected job growth were to occur bosed on current commuting
potterns, 362 of the new employees would need to be drown from
Oronge County. Thot would result in the full employment in the county
ond the demond for on odditionol 70 workers, theoreticolly resulting in o
negotive unemployment. This suggests thot business exponsion in French
Lick is not only dependent on improved visitor occess but improved

ectivi

A*.OENTONS

onnectivity to occess o brooder lobor force.

Countv Labor Force Unemoloved Rate New Jobs
Adiusted

Unefirployed Adiusted Rate
Daviess L6,692 4t3 2.5o/o 4t3 2.5o/o

Dubois 22,766 528 2.3o/o 6 522 l3o/o

Martin 5,297 130 2.5o/o 5 t25 2.4o/o

Orange 8,487 292 3.40/o 362 (70) -0.8olo

TOTAT 53,242 1,353 ,2.60/o 373 990 L.9o/o
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Key Findings (con't)
Commute Time Demogrophics ' obor Avoilobility
With roughly 6.l,000 existing jobs in the Torget Areo, there is currently o
net deficit of ovoiloble workforce residing in the four counties. Within
o 3S-minute drive there is just slightly greoter thon one ovoiloble
employee per job. The populotion distribution, subject to current
commuting potterns, does not support ony significont employment
growth in the Focus Areo. lmproving drive time by l5 minutes,
effectively exponding the 35-minute drive time geogrophy out to the
current SO-minute rodius, the ovoiloble lobor force would more thon
double from 68,210 to I 48,230. (Appendix F)
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Dubois ond Spencer Counties hove o combined
GDP of $4 billion onnuolly.

Mid-Stoies Conidor is estimoted to generote:

. $l billion peryeorin newspending for Dubois
ond Spencer Counties.

. $32.5 billion over 30-yeor projection.

. $4.3 million per yeor in locol toxes.

. $1 million per week in sovings on vehicle
mointenonce ond gos for Dubois ond
Spencer Counties

. 50% reduction in occidents in Dubois County,
leoding to $9.3 million in qnnuol sovings.

Mid-Stotes Corridor will provide occess to lorger
morkets for toleni, goods, services, ond tourism.

7,000 odditionoljobs supported by the Mid-Stotes
Corridor.

30-Yr. Eumnryy ol hnprclr
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Next Steps

. Finolize ond Releose Droft Environmentol lmpoct Stotement
o April 2022
o ldentifies Recommended Preferred Alternotive Corridor

(opprox. 2,000'wide)

. Public Heorings (two locotions/
o Dotes ond times yet to be determined

. Formol Comment Period
o Solicit input on preferred

olternotive recom mendotion

. Finol Environmentol lmpoct Stotement
o 4th Quorter 2022

Lochmueller Group 
^d, 
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