BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS & SAFETY
Thursday, September 4, 2025
8:30 A.M.

The Board of Public Works & Safety of the City of Huntingburg met in regular
session on Thursday, September 4, 2025, at the hour of 8:30 A.M. in the Council
Chambers of the Huntingburg City Hall. This meeting was opened to the public and made
available to members of the public and the media streamed through the City of
Huntingburg’s YouTube channel. Members Elkins, Blessinger, Fitch, Souders and

Schmett were present. Also present were Clerk-Treasurer Dippel and City Attorney
Schneider.

Mayor Elkins called the meeting to order.

A motion was made by Blessinger, seconded by Souders and carried to approve
the minutes of the August 7, 2025 Regular meeting.

A motion was made by Fitch, seconded by Schmett and carried to approve the
claims as presented.

Eric Jochim, representing Huntingburg Heritage, Inc., presented the Special Event
Application for the Huntingburg Herbstfest to be held from September 25, 2025 through
September 28, 2025. A revised parade route was discussed.

A motion was made by Blessinger, seconded by Fitch and carried to approve the
parade route and application.

The Mayor informed the Board of the need to appoint a committee to open bids
for the Street Department Roof Replacement Project. The proposed bid opening date is
September 30, 2025 at 10:00 A.M. in the Council Chambers of Huntingburg City Hall.

A motion was made by Fitch, seconded by Schmett and carried to appoint the
Mayor, Clerk-Treasurer and Street Superintendent to the Bid Opening Committee and set
the public meeting for the bid opening for September 30, 2025 at 10:00 A.M. in the
Council Chambers of Huntingburg City Hall.

It was noted that funds may need to be additionally appropriated by the Common
Council for this project depending on the bids received.

Cole Henke, representing CHRK Rentals, working on the new apartments near 7%
and Van Buren Streets, requested the Street Department provide the labor and materials
for the replacement of sidewalk near the project as the torn-out sidewalk was subpar. He
noted in the original agreement with the City, CHRK Rental had agreed to replace the
sidewalks. The Mayor questioned why they are coming to the City now to have the City
pay for the 4” thick sidewalk. Henke indicated that if they put it back the way they found
it, it would be 1 1/4” thick in some places and is asking for help on the project. Planning
Director Lake indicated that putting the sidewalk back the way it was would be
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prohibited as it would not meet current standards. The Mayor indicated that it is the
responsibility of the contractor to construct the sidewalk as agreed earlier.

Henke informed the Board that curb, though in the original agreement to be
replaced, was not disturbed in the installation of storm sewer, and is asking if they can
leave as is and not replace. The Mayor noted that when the project is completed and
inspected a determination can be made.

Questions of an existing, non-plated alley were discussed. The property may be
being used by adjacent property owners, and they may have developed a “Descriptive
Easement” by using it to access their property over time. Attorney Schneider suggested
the developer contact the effected property owners to discuss. Henke indicated that the
alley maintenance would be a hard pill to swallow. This matter will be put off until a
future meeting.

At a previous meeting, a possible crosswalk on County Road 400 W near an OFS
plant was discussed, along with changing the speed limit in the area. Street
Superintendent Stamm recommended, in consultation with Police Chief Kramer, that the
speed limit be changed to 30-mph from Phoenix Drive to Highway 64, so that the City’s
limit will match the County’s limit in the area.

A motion was made by Elkins, seconded by Schmett to recommend a 30-mph
speed limit to the Common Council for a proposed ordinance change on CR 400 West.

Stamm asked for permission to seek quotes to have the limb yard materials
ground up. He noted last year it was done by Brewer Farms at a cost of $22,400.00.

A motion was made by Blessinger, seconded by Souders and carried to authorize
Stamm to seek quotes for grinding the limb yard materials.

Stamm noted that Fall Clean-up days are scheduled for:
October 9, 2025, from 1:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M.
October 10, 2025, from 1:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M.
October 11, 2025, from 11:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M.

He also noted that in review, the pricing should remain the same as in the Spring.

A motion was made by Schmett, seconded by Fitch and carried to approve the
dates and time of Fall Clean-up as noted above, and keep the prices for disposal the same
as Spring Clean-up.

Stamm informed the Board of areas where “Alligator Spots™ are starting to appear
on Veterans Parkway. He presented a quote from SealMaster for mastic in the amount of
$11,779.00. He noted this would be a temporary fix until the street can become a federal
project.
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A motion was made by Souders, seconded by Schmett and carried to approve the
repair.

Street Superintendent Stamm presented his monthly report.

Wastewater Superintendent Coomer presented his monthly report. He updated the
Board on Division A of the Wastewater Plant project. He presented Change Order No. 2
to the Contract between the City and Cooper Contracting for Division B of the
Wastewater Project. Change Order No. 2 is a deduction of $270,152.93.

A motion was made by Blessinger, seconded by Schmett and carried to accept
Change Order No. 2 to the Cooper Contracting contract in the deduct amount of
$270,152.93.

Eric Parsley, Engineer with Commonwealth Engineers, updated the Board on the
1*! Street Restoration Project. He noted at the time of bid alternate bids were received for
replacing the north concrete panels near the storm sewer. The low alternate bid was in the
amount of $249,600.00. It was noted that the alternate bid was to replace the north panel
from Cherry Street to Van Buren Street. It was noted that the Board is not considering the
alternate bid, but a change order based on the alternate bid to do the work from Arjem
Street to Van Buren Street to the extent funds are available.

A motion was made by Elkins, seconded by Blessinger to accept and authorize a
change order for the replacement of the north panels on 1% Street from Arjem Street to
Van Buren Street based on the alternate bid, but not to exceed $249,600.00.

Police Chief Kramer presented his monthly report. He informed the Board that he
is sending two officers to Internet Crimes Against Children through a multi-agency task
force, and only has to pay for hotel and food. He noted that with the City joining this task
force other grant opportunities are available.

Fire Chief Heim presented his monthly report. Hose testing continues and he is
getting ready for the Herbstfest.

Planning Director Lake presented his monthly reports.

City Attorney Schneider stated that this was the date and time notice was given for
a hearing on the Order to Demolish Unsafe Structure at 422 N. Jackson Street, dated August
18,2025, issued to the property owner Gary P. Graves. City Attorney Schneider conducted
the hearing. Proof of service of the Order and Notice of the Hearing to the record owner,
Gary P. Graves, was submitted. Paul Lake, Planning Director and Chief Code Enforcement
Officer gave testimony under oath and submitted exhibits. No other witnesses offered
testimony or evidence. At the conclusion of the hearing, the Order To Demolish Structure
at 422 N. Jackson Street, dated August 18, 2025 was affirmed upon motion by Blessinger,
seconded by Fitch, and unanimously carried. A record of the proceedings was made by
audio tape recording which, together with all exhibits, are on file at the Clerk-Treasurer’s
office.



Lake informed the Board that the Dairyland Property (806 N. Main Street) is
scheduled for demolition in October.

Safety Director Brown presented her monthly report.

James Hopf addressed the Board with concerns about street repairs and
engineering services issues.

There being no further business to come before the Board, a motion to adjourn

was made by Blessinger, seconded by Souders and carned at 9:57 A M. .\
\

M. Neil Elkins Thomas D1ppel

Mayor Clerk- Treasurer
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